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Section I, Introduction 
 

 

2. Application 

 

 A.  These standards are intended to be used as a guide to professional conduct and 

performance.  They are not intended to be used as criteria for the judicial evaluation of alleged 

misconduct of counsel to determine the effectiveness of representation.  They may or may not be 

relevant in such judicial evaluation, depending upon all the circumstances. 

 

 B.  These standards apply generally to all counsel who represent persons at state expense 

pursuant to the Montana Public Defender Act.  In cases where these standards conflict with or 

contradict the standards established for representation in certain specific types of cases, the more 

specific standards shall apply. 

 


