










---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Eastman Law Office <Info@eastmanlawoffices.com>
Date: Jan 20, 2017 8:09 AM
Subject: Commission Meeting
To: "Johnson, Wendy" <WJohnson@mt.gov>
Cc:

Dear Wendy:

The following is what I would tell the Commission if I was there in person.

When I started practicing law in 1995 I was in Fergus county. I was paid $65 per hour, including
windshield time, for public defender representation. The District Court Judge increased that rate
to $75 an hour in about 1998. He said we should get paid at least what the copy repairman in
town was making per hour.

I am already working for less pay per hour than I was 22 years ago, and about $50 less per hour
than my current copy repairman.

I charge $200 per hour for private pay clients. I turn down work every week. I have a
professional web site I have never turned on because I prefer to do indigent defense.

However, at some point money does become an issue. I believe that point has been reached.

For example, I have a client in Dillon. We have sentencing in a week. Sentencing will take less
than an hour, but with my drive it will take up my entire day. The only reason it is worth my
time tobtake a case in the boonies is because of windshield time.

If windshield time gets cut in half I suspect you are going to have a seriously difficult time
getting attorneys willing to take cases that are far from home.

Mariah Eastman
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