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Section XIII, Standards for Representation of Youth in Youth Court  
 
 
XIII.   STANDARDS FOR REPRESENTATION OF YOUTH IN YOUTH COURT 

PROCEEDINGS 
 
GOALS: 
 
 A. To zealously defend youth charged with delinquency offenses and to protect 

their due process rights. 
 B. To serve the stated interest of the youth, be independent from the court and 

other participants in the litigation, including the youth’s parents or 
guardians, and be unprejudiced and uncompromised in representing the 
youth. 

 C. To exercise independent and professional judgment in carrying out the 
duties assigned by the court and to participate fully in the case on behalf of 
the youth.  Attorneys representing a client subject to youth court proceedings 
shall comply with the general standards for public defenders providing 
representation of an adult charged with violations of the criminal law, as well 
as the specific Standards contained herein. 

 D. To recognize that youth are at a critical stage of development and that skilled 
juvenile defense advocacy will positively impact the course of clients’ lives 
through holistic and zealous representation. 


